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Death of Indigenous man in custody, 
stemming from a middle ear infection, 
was preventable 
"While his manner of death was from natural causes, this was 

clearly precipitated by the failure to identify and treat his ear 

disease while in custody. Although his hearing deficiencies were 

noted on his prison profile, his hearing loss and disease were rarely 

investigated." 

Music perceived through touch 
Sound waves can be felt as air pressure on the skin or travel 

through solid materials such as the soundboard of a guitar or the 

floor of a stage, where they can be picked up by the hands, body, 

and feet. Engineers have built an array of vibrating wearables and 

devices that aim to help deaf people experience more of the 

nuances of music.  

Dementia and hearing loss  
Given the multifaceted nature of its development and the lack of 

effective medical therapies, a common public health strategy is to 

focus on its modifiable risk factors. Hearing loss is one such risk 

factor.  

Where are all the audiologists? 
Is it possible there are more audiologists retiring or leaving the 

field than those qualifying? Or are young people simply not aware 

of the avenues available to embark on a career in audiology? With 

rates of hearing loss rising at unprecedented levels across the 

world, the shortage of audiologists is nothing short of terrifying. 

 

Deafness Forum Australia is a Voice for All. It is the peak body representing the views 

and interests of the 4 million Australians who live with hearing loss, have ear or balance 

disorders, people who also communicate using Australian Sign Language, and their 

families and supporters. Our mission is to make hearing health & wellbeing a national 

priority in Australia. 



 

Douglas ‘Mootijah’ Shillingsworth's death from 
ear infection while in custody was preventable, 
inquest finds 
By Tim Swanston for ABC News 

 

Mr Shillingsworth’s family conducted a smoking ceremony outside court. (ABC News: Tim Swanston) 

The NSW Coroners Court has found the death of an Indigenous man in custody, stemming from a 

middle ear infection, was preventable. 

WARNING: This story contains details of an Aboriginal person who has died and have 

been used with the permission of his family. 

Budjiti and Murrawarri man Douglas 'Mootijah' Shillingsworth died on February 15, 2018 after he 

was taken to Westmead Hospital from Silverwater jail the month before. 

Mr Shillingsworth experienced recurring otitis media, known as a middle ear infection. Deputy State 

Coroner Magistrate Joan Baptie found Mr Shillingsworth died from a neurological injury, that traced 

back to his ear infections. 

"While his manner of death was from natural causes, this was clearly precipitated by the failure to 

identify and treat his ear disease while in custody," she said. 

"Although his hearing deficiencies were noted on his prison profile, his hearing loss and disease 

were rarely investigated," she said. 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/tim-swanston/9107310
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-07-22/douglas-mootijah-shillingsworth-death-preventable-inquest/101260532


 

Magistrate Baptie made four recommendations to improve cultural primary health care for 

indigenous inmates, including advocating for a trial of Medicare for Aboriginal inmates. 

After the findings were released, Mr Shillingsworth's family conducted a smoking ceremony outside 

the NSW Coroners Court. Speaking outside court Mr Shillingsworth's cousin Ruby Dykes said her 

cousin "didn't need to die". 

"How can we accept that our loved one has died from an ear infection in the 21st century," she 

said. "Our family went into this inquest knowing we wouldn't get justice for Mootijah, it's too late 

for him. But we hope we can save other Aboriginal prisoners from this painful and preventable 

death." 

 

Mr Shillingsworth's cousin Ruby Dykes said her cousin "didn’t need to die". (ABC News: Tim Swanston) 

Her solicitor, Jeremy Styles from the Aboriginal Legal Service said the death was another entry into 

the "incomplete ledger of black deaths in custody". 

"The coroner has positively found today that this was a preventable death," he said. "That is a true 

and simple horror, that medical treatment that could have been provided was not provided to 

someone who's in custody.  

“The Justice health network have, since Mootijah's death, taken significant steps to improve their 

practices and improve the processes that they go through with Aboriginal people in custody. They've 

changed their approach to ear disease and hopefully, that will improve the prospects of this never 

happening again." 



 

Cocktail Party Effect is not exclusive to human 
hearing 
By Caroline Sheedy Email for Carnegie Mellon University 

 
Many people have trouble following conversations in a noisy space. Carnegie Mellon University’s 

Barbara Shinn-Cunningham has spent her career conducting research to better understand this 

problem and how it affects people at cocktail parties, coffee shops and grocery stores. 

Along with a team of researchers from six universities, Shinn-Cunningham is looking for answers in 

an unexpected place. The researchers will conduct non-invasive experiments on free-swimming 

dolphins and sea lions. 

Dolphins and sea lions hear differently than humans, but the way their brains make sense of sound 

could help researchers better understand the cognitive and neural mechanisms of sound processing.  

Working with a world expert on dolphin behavior, they will train dolphins to identify targets, shapes 

such as a spheroid or a cross, and then ask the dolphin to identify the target from among similar, 

distracting shapes using their special auditory sense: echolocation. 

"In a normal social setting, like a noisy cocktail party, our ears receive multiple, overlapping 

conversations coming from all directions. It is chaos," Shinn-Cunningham said. "But we're really 

good at focusing on one conversation and ignoring other distracting stuff. To do that, the brain has 

to figure out what sound comes from the juicy, interesting conversation, and then throw out 

everything else." 

The cocktail party effect does not only occur on land. When dolphins and other animals use 

echolocation, emitting high-pitched clicks that bounce off objects in the water to find nearby 

predators and prey, they face a similar problem. 

"Learning how the brains of our marine cousins process complex acoustic scenes, and how that is 

similar or different to auditory processing in humans, can give us a deeper understanding of human 

hearing." 

mailto:carolines@cmu.edu
mailto:carolines@cmu.edu
https://www.cmu.edu/news/stories/archives/2022/june/marine-mammal-hearing.html


 

The brain allows the deaf to experience music 
By Elena Renken for Nautilus 

Evelyn Glennie began percussion lessons around age 12, after losing much of her hearing to nerve 

deterioration. Her teacher struck a timpani drum and let the sound resonate, wondering aloud how 

they could make use of the drum’s vibrations.  

“He asked me to put my hands on the wall of the music room.”  

She could feel the first impact of a drumbeat and the vibrations reverberating afterward.  

“It really slowed the body down, because I was paying attention to the whole journey of that sound. 

The whole body was participating in paying attention to the sound.”  

 

Evelyn Glennie holds a rack of triangles in a studio of her percussion instruments. Photo by Andy McCreeth. 

Glennie learned to discern the different pitches of musical notes this way, and eventually built a 

career as a celebrated solo percussionist. Her exquisite sensitivity to vibration is emblematic of the 

powerful relationship that millions of deaf and hearing-disabled people have to music. Many go to 

concerts and enjoy music in their homes through touch, vision, and movement. A select few, like 

Glennie, play musical instruments or sing professionally.  

As scientists learn more about how our bodies and brains process vibration, they are producing a 

wealth of new research that will help deaf people better appreciate the complexities and emotional 

range of music as listeners and performers. 

Music can be perceived through the sense of touch 

Sound waves can be felt as air pressure on the skin or travel through solid materials such as the 

soundboard of a guitar or the floor of a stage, where they can be picked up by the hands, body, 

and feet. Vibrations can also be sensed by the membranes between bones and the walls of internal 

cavities, such as the lungs and chest. 

https://nautil.us/how-the-brain-allows-the-deaf-to-feel-music-22197/


 

Deaf musical traditions have long taken advantage of the power of touch to perceive vibration, 

which is called the vibrotactile sense. Many deaf concertgoers clasp balloons to better feel acoustic 

vibrations through the thin rubber, and Glennie is known for performing barefoot so she can better 

sense vibrations pulsing through the stage. 

In the past decade or two, engineers have built an array of vibrating wearables and devices that 

aim to help deaf people experience more of the nuances of music: jackets, gloves, and wristbands 

for listeners, and drum stools and platforms for musicians.  

 

We are not as sensitive to changes in vibration as we are to changes in sound, however, which 

makes pitch detection more difficult. Still, our bodies can detect through touch the major rises and 

falls in pitch that make up melodies.  

People can also identify differences in timbre, a quality that shapes the colour of sound we hear. 

Just from touching a vibrating gadget, hearing and deaf people have shown the ability to detect the 

differences between a cello, a piano, and a trombone, and between dull and bright sounds. 

An obstacle to translating music into vibration is separating out the different sounds. Many of the 

current technologies can so far only process music that is already divided up into discrete audio 

tracks for each instrument or layer of notes. Even the most advanced algorithms that feed music 

into vibrating equipment struggle to account for the way lower and more intense vibrations mask 

others, and the way different instruments may draw more attention at different points in a song. 

Technicians must now find robust ways to separate the different instruments in a piece and compile 

balanced signals in the form of vibrations, so the vibrations that come out of these systems have 

the nuance of the music that goes into them. 
 

 

Open to residents of Victoria with a severe to profound loss who are not eligible for another funding 

scheme such as NDIS. Learn more and apply here  

https://www.expression.com.au/services/support-for-over-65/smoke-alarm-subsidy


 

Former Wiggle Emma reveals new character 

After months of build-up, former Wiggle Emma Watkins has 

revealed her new children's character, Emma Memma. 

In a bright orange and pink video posted on her Instagram 

account, Watkins debuted the Emma Memma character along 

with a new side character, Elvin Melvin. 

"Sing, Dance and Sign with me, Emma Memma and my new friend 

Elvin Melvin," she wrote in the post. 

She says her advocacy for Auslan will continue through her new 

character. 

According to Watkins's official website, Emma Memma will focus on: "A new generation of 

communication, where she and her friends navigate challenges and adventure using sign language, 

choreographed dance narratives, gesture, mime, singing, speaking, listening, making craft and 

drawing." 

Watkins was the first female member of The Wiggles, leaving the group in late 2021. ABC News 

 

  
 

The 2022 National Deafness Sector Summit will be held in Sydney on Tuesday 11 October. 

The conference theme will be A Noisy World - Hearing Loss Prevention 

Noisy classrooms - Workplace noise - Noise in recreation. 

We are very keen to hear everyone’s views on the topics to be included in each of three sessions 

and who should present them. You can nominate yourself or your own organisation. Contact me at 

steve.williamson@deafnessforum.org.au 

We are delighted to announce that Hearing Australia will present the Summit Cocktail Function 

to conclude the 2022 National Deafness Sector Summit. 

 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-08-01/emma-watkins-former-yellow-wiggle-reveals-new-character/101289254?sf259309165=1
mailto:steve.williamson@deafnessforum.org.au


 

MED-EL presents Design meets technology - 
International artists with hearing loss create 
covers for audio processors  
INNSBRUCK, Austria -- To increase public awareness of hearing loss and empower users of hearing 

implants to wear their audio processors with confidence and pride, MED-EL is showcasing the 

creative talents of people who use cochlear implants. 

 
Under the theme "What does sound mean to you?" four professional artists created unique designs 

that will form limited edition covers for the MED-EL hearing implant audio processors. The artists  

share their experiences in a creative way.  

Read more about the artists, their inspiration and life with hearing loss at blog.medel.com 

 

 
The new member section at UsherKids Australia includes a range of webinar and conference material 

available to purchase and view in your own time to help bring you up to date on Usher syndrome 

and how it impacts our children in different settings. 

Health care professionals can access relevant Continuing Professional Development credits with a 

range of affiliated bodies, and parents can use their NDIS funds under training for parents/carers. 

Visit www.usherkidsaustralia.com   

https://blog.medel.com/
https://usherkidsaustralia.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2e27b08a943f326c3309ccbb3&id=c11abc7f44&e=2f2b280a4b


 

Deafblind artist making meticulously detailed 
carvings of Melbourne 
Sian Cane writing for The Guardian 

 

Joe Monteleone at his home studio. Photograph: Alana Holmberg/Oculi 

Joe Monteleone, 60, has been an artist for only five years. His major new linocut for the City of 

Melbourne took more than 800 hours 

“I’m deafblind,” he signs. “I was born deaf, and in my 30s I found out I had Usher syndrome, type 

one. Everyone who has Usher has varying degrees of vision. I have tunnel vision during the day, 

but at night-time I’m fully blind. I can’t see at all.” 

Monteleone is retired. He left the public service in 2014 after a 32-year career, because his sight 

got too bad. He enrolled in a certificate of visual art for “something to do – it was good for my 

mental health because I was at home not doing much.” He now works 12 hours a day in his humble 

studio: a corner of his garage at his home in Lalor. 

He paints his lino pieces black so he can see where he is carving more easily, then perches at an 

architect’s table. He wears a special pair of glasses with a light attached, which improves his vision 

a little, and a brace on his wrist, to keep it straight and prevent injury. 

The City of Melbourne gave him a grant to produce a linocut of an iconic Melbourne landmark. He 

chose Flinders Street Station, because the steps are a regular meeting point for deafblind people, 

with each other and their guides. 

It is his biggest ever work; he estimates he spent between 30 to 70 hours on each of the 12 squares, 

more than 800 hours in total. The station’s famous clock took four hours alone: “I was so careful, 

but it had to be perfect.” 

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/sian-cain
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2022/jun/18/it-had-to-be-perfect-the-deafblind-artist-making-meticulously-detailed-carvings-of-melbourne


 

During Covid, he worked relentlessly on his Flinders Street linocut “as I’ve been isolated at home. 

It was very tiring – I did take breaks, but mainly because I am so fussy and I like to get things 

right.” 

Twelve hours of intense focus on the small point he can see – does he ever get lonely during such 

consuming work? “No, it helps me relax. At home, there’s not much I can do, and I get frustrated, 

so this really helps calm me down. I enjoy working with my hands – I can feel if I’ve made a 

mistake.” 

Monteleone was born in Sydney but moved to Melbourne in 1990 with his wife, Maria, who is also 

deaf. 

“Don’t think I’m old-fashioned, but it was an arranged marriage because we’re both Italian,” he 

signs. “My cousin went on a holiday to Europe, and on that trip, he met my wife’s cousin, who was 

also on holiday, and they fell in love. They got to talking about how they both had deaf cousins, so 

when they got home, they introduced us. We’ve been married for nearly 30 years.” They have two 

children in their twenties who are both hearing. 

 

For his Flinders Street Station work, Monteleone spent between 30 to 70 hours on each of the 12 squares. 

Photograph: Alana Holmberg/Oculi. 

“I can’t hear the radio, so I’m behind on the news. I can’t drive. I can’t just go and have a chat with 

someone. When people talk to me, I tell them I’m deaf and they still try to talk to me. Sometimes 

they write on a piece of paper, and I can’t see it properly. So, I do face a lot of barriers. It’s quite 

frustrating.” 

Has art opened up a new line of communication for him? “Definitely. I feel people relate to it. 

They’re amazed by it; they ask me about my deafblindness. They had never thought of what my 

perspective was, what I was seeing.” 



 

Where are all the audiologists? 
By Scarlet Lewitt, for Hearing Tracker: medically reviewed by Matthew Allsop  

It is estimated that there are only around 1,000 audiologists in the UK private sector.  

In addition to the approximately 3,000 National Health Service (NHS) audiology professionals, this 

means that for the whole of the United Kingdom, the proportion of audiologists to members of the 

public is staggeringly small: just one per 16,805 people. 

 

A hearing aid display in a high street audiology centre.  

In 2002, a BSc (Hons) in Audiology – a 4-year degree including a 12-month clinical placement – 

was introduced to address both the shortage of audiologists and the need for high-skilled staff. This 

was fully funded by the National Health Service, so there were no fees for students to pay, and 

means-tested bursaries were also available to help with living expenses. 

As expected, this did result in an influx of qualified audiologists, but not enough to address the high 

demand - an additional 1700 audiologists were required to cope with the current pressures, and 

that this would take up to 10-15 years to achieve.  

Is it possible there are more audiologists retiring or leaving the field than those qualifying? Or are 

young people simply not aware of the avenues available to embark on a career in audiology? 

It has been said that some independent hearing providers are starting to roll out both fast-track 

and in-house training programs to generate more audiologists. While this is certainly a positive 

development in emboldening young people to study Audiology at university, the lack of financial 

incentives continues to discourage them. 

The problem is global. In 2021, WHO’s World Report on Hearing estimated that 93% of low-income 

and 76% of lower-middle income countries have less than 1 audiologist per 1 million people.  

With rates of hearing loss rising at unprecedented levels across the world, the shortage of 

audiologists is nothing short of terrifying. 

https://www.hearingtracker.com/authors/scarlet-lewitt
https://www.hearingtracker.com/pro-news/where-are-all-the-audiologists
https://www.hearingtracker.com/authors/matthew-allsop
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/world-report-on-hearing?utm_source=hearingtracker.com


 

Does Hearing Rehabilitation make the 
association between hearing loss and cognitive 

impairment less severe? 
Dementia is a highly prevalent and potentially 

devastating disease that has been the subject of 

considerable attention from public health researchers.  

Given the multifaceted nature of its development and the 

lack of effective medical therapies, a common public 

health strategy is to focus on its modifiable risk factors. 

Hearing loss is one such risk factor.  

A new review has examined the role of hearing 

rehabilitation in modifying the association between 

hearing loss and cognitive impairment. 

This review discusses the role of hearing loss as a modifiable risk factor for cognitive 

impairment/dementia, proposed causal mechanisms between hearing loss and cognitive 

impairment, and studies at multiple levels of evidence examining the role of hearing rehabilitation 

in mitigating the association between hearing loss and cognitive impairment.  

Although more trials of hearing aid use are required to clarify whether hearing aid use lessens 

cognitive impairment, the researchers recommend hearing aid use as one measure to potentially 

lower the risk of cognitive impairment/dementia development or progression in at-risk populations. 

From Springer Link 

 

 

Non-profit deaf and hard of hearing support organisation Soundfair is looking forward to bringing 

its ‘Unheard Stories’ film festival to Belgrave’s Cameo Cinemas on 4 August. 

The four documentaries; ‘Hear Me Out’,’ Deafying Gravity’, ‘Amplify This!’ and ‘We Hear You’ will 

run for viewers from 6:00pm to 8:00pm on the day.  

“It’s a fully inclusive experience for anyone who has any kind of hearing condition or sensory loss, 

[and] to be honest, everyone can benefit from captions,” Soundfair CEO Caitlin Barr said. 

Buy tickets here 

 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40136-022-00412-7
https://events.humanitix.com/unheard-stories-film-festival-belgrave


 

Australia’s new Teleaudiology Guidelines 

 

Audiology Australia has developed guidelines for hearing health care practitioners (audiologists and 

audiometrists) and hearing services providers to support the safe and effective delivery of hearing 

services through teleaudiology to all Australians.  

The Australian Department of Health commissioned Audiology Australia to develop these Guidelines, 

with funding allocated from the 2020 Budget package to implement key initiatives from the 

Roadmap for Hearing Health.  

• Australian Teleaudiology Guidelines (pdf) • Suggested Resources (pdf) 

• Australian Teleaudiology Guidelines 

(Accessible Word version) 

• Implementation Ideas (pdf) 

16,000 people use Auslan at home 
For the first time, the National Census in 2021 included Auslan (Australian Sign Language) as a 

prompt when asking what language was used at home. 

The latest Census report shows slightly more than 16,000 people use Auslan at home.  

The numbers include people for whom Auslan is their primary or only language, and also people 

who use Auslan at home to communicate with native Auslan users, such as children of Deaf adults. 

A majority of Auslan users were living in Queensland, Victoria and New South Wales with around 

4,000 in each state; under 2,000 living in South Australia and Western Australia; and between 100 

and 400 people living in the Northern Territory, ACT and Tasmania. 

 

https://www.deafnessforum.org.au/news-and-issues/roadmap-for-hearing-health/
https://teleaudiologyguidelines.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Australian-Teleaudiology-Guidelines-2022.pdf
https://teleaudiologyguidelines.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/AudA-Teleaudiology-Suggested-Resources-2022.pdf
https://teleaudiologyguidelines.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Australian-Teleaudiology-Guidelines-2022_Accessible-Version.docx
https://teleaudiologyguidelines.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Australian-Teleaudiology-Guidelines-2022_Accessible-Version.docx
https://teleaudiologyguidelines.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Implementation-ideas-2022.pdf
https://www.abs.gov.au/census/guide-census-data/census-dictionary/2021/variables-topic/cultural-diversity/language-used-home-lanp


 

Project will send Auslan teachers into remote 
Solomon Islands 

There was an article in the 20th July edition of One in Six 

about the Australian Catholic University training people in 

Auslan to send into remote communities where deaf 

children and young adults live in the Solomon Islands. The 

goal was to lead deaf children out of the extreme isolation 

they felt and to set them on a pathway to education and 

employment. 

But some in Australia expressed fears for the future of 

indigenous language in the Solomons. These are 

comments taken from Deafness Forum’s Facebook page: 

Leanne: Oh my, at first glance, this is a worry. 

Julie: That’s great but make sure to develop their own signed language as they will have different 

dialect from Auslan. 

Andrew: This is wonderful, with the strong proviso that their national sign language/s be 

encouraged. We’ve seen past colonisations where indigenous groups were taught ASL entirely. 

These new teachers should be allies  

Anna: Need to use their own native sign language and support them and make a strong one but 

not Auslan (it's for Australia only). 

Brent: I'm gobsmacked they're introducing AUSLAN at San Isidro Care Centre. This is one of the 

finest examples of colonisation. In Honiara, the Deaf community uses Solomon Islands Sign 

Language. In total, I have been to San Isidro Care Center eight times and stayed there for two 

months. I have produced a documentary to verify that the Solomon Islands Deaf community has its 

own distinct language. In my opinion, it is sad to see their language being distorted by AUSLAN. 

Rodney: And so the onslaught of colonisation continues all in the name of benevolence. 

 

Know someone who deserves their own copy of One in Six? 

Drop us a line to hello@deafnessforum.org.au 

Items in Deafness Forum communications may include terminology or summarise views, standards or recommendations of third parties, which are 

assembled in good faith but do not necessarily reflect the considered views of Deafness Forum or indicate commitment to a particular course of 

action. Some content derived from sources may contain ableist and/or offensive terms, and some may not be accessible to all audiences. We make 

no representation or warranty about the accuracy, reliability, currency or completeness of any third-party information. Content may be edited for 

accessibility, style and length. We want to be newsworthy and interesting, and our aim is to be balanced and to represent views from throughout 

our community sector, but this might not be reflected in particular editions. Contact us to receive this publication in an alternative file type. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/deafnessforum/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GqNWmGUU1LI&t=225s
mailto:hello@deafnessforum.org.au

